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National Co-ordinator’s Report 
 

 
I began work with WESNET on 23 September 
1996 and have been on a steep learning curve 
ever since.  The Management Committee and 
various women’s services have been 
extremely generous with their time in talking 
through issues with me.  So has my co-
worker Michelle Beg who is the designated 
office manager but does much more than 
administration (like writing for and 
publishing this newsletter!).  The office is 
staffed from Monday to Friday with the 
exception of Wednesday mornings and times 
when we are out at meetings.  If we are not 
in, the answering machine is always on so 
please leave a message. 
 
Organising WESNET’s second Annual 
General Meeting has been our top priority of 
late.  Your service should have received 
notice of this at the beginning of October.  
The Annual Report presented at the AGM 
will be circulated to the field as will copies of 
Raising the Roof on Women’s Homelessness: A 
Framework for Policy Development.  Cate 
Nunan who previously worked at Women in 
Supported Housing (WISH) wrote this report 
for WESNET.  It documents the debates 
about woman’s homelessness and the role 
feminist services have played in tackling 
these issues.   
 
WESNET’s response to the consultation 
document Case Management with Children 
Accompanying Adults in SAAP Services has 
been submitted to the consultants drawing 
up the final report.  A copy of the submission 
is attached; please send me any comments on 
the document as I will be developing it into a 
draft policy very soon for consultation with 
women’s services. 
 

WESNET hopes to set up a home page on the 
Internet by the end of the year so services can 
have cheap and easy access to all WESNET 
submissions and documents. If you haven’t 
got a modem yet maybe your service should 
investigate buying one. They cost 
approximately $250 and internet and email 
access can be obtained through a carrier 
(anyone who sells modems can tell you how 
to find a carrier and may also assist you in 
learning to use the internet and email for a 
small fee).  $40 a month will usually buy one 
or two hours access per day.  Email comes 
with the internet and is a wonderful way of 
communicating. Ideally WESNET would like 
to see all women’s services have email 
addresses in the future.  In the meantime, the 
National Committee intends to be using 
email to ease internal communications by the 
end of the year. 
 
Alex Heron 
 
 

 

Good Bye to Rachel Choy 
 
WESNET owes a huge debt of gratitude to 
Rachel Choy, our first National Co-ordinator 
from February 1995 to August 1996.  Rachel was 
instrumental in establishing WESNET as a 
respected peak body for women’s services and 
has effectively lobbied for the needs of  services 
and workers throughout her term.  She has kept 
the field well informed and the National 
Committee well resourced. Rachel also 
organised WESNET’s official launch and played 
a key role in securing government funding for 
WESNET until June 1998.  
 
WESNET wishes Rachel all the best in her new 
position as National Executive Officer with the 
YWCA of Australia. 
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Issues From the Field 

✈  ✠  
 
Let the National Secretariat know about issues 
affecting your service or area at the moment.  If 
your service is facing problems/issues that we 
could help with or should be informed about 
because of their national implications, please let 
us know by phone, fax, e-mail or post.   
 
Some recent issues that have come to our 
attention include: inappropriate training being 
offered to a group of women’s services; the 
immigration problems of women facing domestic 
violence; and the effect of Legal Aid cuts on 
women using SAAP funded services.   

 
 
 

Briefing Papers 
 

WESNET will be sending out briefing papers 
on issues of concern to SAAP funded 
women’s services over the next few months.  
The first one will be focussed on housing and 
the proposed changes to the Commonwealth 
State Housing Agreement (CSHA). A 
questionnaire has already been sent to some 
services about how  medium term and 
halfway housing is organised. Please contact 
the Secretariat if you did not receive a copy 
and one will be sent to you.  Your replies will 
be useful in assessing the impact on women’s 
SAAP funded services of the proposed 
changes to the Commonwealth State 
Housing Agreement. 
 
We hope these papers will keep services 
informed enough to lobby State and Federal 
Members of Parliament. 
 
WESNET is also preparing briefing material 
on competition policy in the community 
services industry.  Please let us know if your 
service has been involved in competitive 
tendering and your views on how it works. 
 
 
 

Publications 
 
Alternative Law Journal 
The October issue of the ALJ is on 
Motherhood and the Law. Matters covered 
include: changes to the Family Law Act; the 
discriminatory nature of immigration laws; 
problems surrounding the legal attacks on 
confidentiality of sexual assault counsellors; 
maternity rights; and the rights of lesbian co-
mothers.  If you are interested in purchasing 
a copy write to ALJ, c/- Law School, Monash 
University, Clayton, Victoria, 3168, and 
include a cheque for $9.50. 
 
 

Violence Against Filipino Women  
By Chris Cunneen and Julie Stubbs of the 
Institute of Criminology.  Copies can be 
obtained by writing to the authors, c/- 
Faculty of Law, University of Sydney, 173-
175 Phillip Street, Sydney, 2000, or phoning 
(02) 9351 0239.  The cost is approximately 
$10. 
 
SAAP National Strategic Plan 
The First National Strategic Plan 1995-1998 of 
the Supported Accommodation and 
Assistance Program has just been released 
and is available from the Commonwealth 
Department of Health and Family Services.  
Copies should have been sent to all SAAP 
women’s services.  The draft of the second 
one will be released in early 1997. 
 
Accommodating Women 
In the next issue WESNET hopes to bring you 
a report on the National Domestic Violence 
Summit which was held in Canberra on 23-24 
September 1996.  The Recommendations 
from the Forum will be published shortly. 
 

Submissions 
 
The Senate is holding a Legal Aid Inquiry.  
The deadline for submissions is early 
December.  WESNET is interested in hearing 
from services with examples of problems 
under the current system.  Please write, fax 
or call the office by the end of November, 
and keep your MPs informed too! 
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WESNET Strategic Directions Meeting 
2-3 September 1996 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
As the funded peak body for women’s SAAP services, WESNET works towards the 

elimination of all forms of violence against women and children by representing the diversity 
of their experiences, and promoting an understanding of the economic, political and social 

context of violence and oppression. 
 

 
The September 1996 meeting of the WESNET 
National Committee focussed on setting 
strategic directions for the future.  The 
Committee felt that planning was necessary 
to ensure WESNET stays well focussed, 
functions effectively and meets the needs of 
its members. 
  
The WESNET Strategic Directions Document 
sets out a vision for the organisation (see 
above), our principles of operation, key 
strategies and actions, and timelines.  The 
document was prepared by the meeting’s 
facilitator, Elizabeth Morgan. 
  
A major focus of our future directions is to 
ensure active communication and 
consultation with all WESNET members.  
Our aim is that services will now receive a 
monthly mailout from WESNET;  
Accommodating Women will be circulated bi-
monthly and briefing/policy papers on the 
alternate months.   
 
For 1996-97 the Committee has prioritised 
briefs on Legal Aid cuts, the Family Law Act 
Amendments, immigration laws, 
confidentiality of sexual assault counsellors’ 
files, and CSHA.  It is proposed to draft 
position papers on perpetrator programs, 
access and equity, women for women 
services, children in SAAP and remote and 
rural issues for distribution. These papers 
will be consultation documents so we will be 
seeking your feedback and input regarding 
their content. 
  
WESNET is also examining the feasibility of 
seeking funding for  
 

state/territory networks to ensure greater 
consultation between National Committee 
members and the services they represent. 
 
The WESNET Committee has also 
undertaken to investigate holding a national 
conference every two years.  This event is to 
be focussed on SAAP funded women’s 
services and will assist in improving our 
consultation processes.  A tentative time for 
our inaugural conference has been set for 
November 1997 (fundraising permitting) to 
tie in with WESNET’s Annual General 
Meeting. 
 
Another strategic direction for WESNET is a 
move towards a new representative structure 
over the next 12 months. The Committee 
would like its membership to comprise one-
third indigenous women, one-third NESB 
women and one-third other women. 
  
WESNET also plans to lead the way in the 
information technology revolution with a 
shift to email communication among 
Committee Members by the end of 1996. By 
the end of the year WESNET also hopes to 
have our very own home page on the 
Internet where services can access all the 
latest information from WESNET simply by 
the touch of a button. We hope to see services 
following our lead. 
  
WESNET is currently  reviewing its 
constitution in light of the strategic planning 
outcomes.  Any proposed changes will be 
circulated to members during 1997 for 
consideration. 
 
 

 




